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A reality show for Pauley
Pitcher impressed by ex-mobster's speech
Fan favorite Dustin Pedroia goes over the fence - but it's not a home
run, just a shortcut to the playing field. (Jim Davis/Globe Staff)
By Gordon Edes, Globe Staff | February 19, 2008
FORT MYERS, Fla. - David Pauley, who has an outside shot at
landing the fifth starter spot in the Red Sox rotation, was one of two
players who represented the team at Major League Baseball's Rookie
Career Development Program last month in Virginia.
Pauley, who was there with pitcher Kyle Jackson, attended seminars
that covered a wide range of issues players encounter in their first year
in the big leagues, ranging from how to handle your money to how to
deal with the media.
But Pauley said he was most taken with the presentation of Michael
Franzese, the former "Long Island don" and member of the Colombo
crime family. "You had to pay attention," Pauley said of Franzese, who
admonished the players about some of the darker entanglements in
which they could find themselves.
Straight out of "The Sopranos"?
"He said 'The Sopranos' wasn't that realistic," Pauley said. "He said the most realistic movies were 'Goodfellas'
and 'A Bronx Tale.' "
Franzese's bona fides included seven years in prison.
"Don't let anyone make a sucker out of you," Franzese told the players, according to Tim Brown of
Yahoosports.com, who attended the session. "I put professional athletes in trouble and some of them got hurt.
And some of them affected the outcome of games, because they had no choice."
Pauley, who came to the Sox in a trade with San Diego, made it to the big leagues in memorable fashion in
2006. His second big-league start came in Yankee Stadium, when he held the Bombers to two runs in 6 2/3
innings but lost, 2-1, to Chien-Ming Wang.
He spent all of last season in Triple A Pawtucket, leading the PawSox in starts (26) and innings (153 2/3) and
finishing second in strikeouts (110). He was 6-6 with a 4.33 ERA, and has been mentioned in the mix for the
No. 5 spot, the one for which rookie phenom Clay Buchholz is the clear favorite.
The Sox have one option left on Pauley, which means that they can send him to the minors once more without
him having to clear waivers.

